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Now, just as Eli Whitney's cotton gin in conjunction with
Arkwright's cotton machinery gave to the cotton industry
cheapening output (incieasing returns, that is to say), so
also did plantation rubber in conjunction with the motor.
factory. This is the other half of the story and of special
interest to Great Britain because the regions where the wild
rubber of Brazil was acclimatised were within the British
Empire* I have seen in Peradeniya Gardens, Ceylon, some
of the original rubber trees raised from the Hevea seed sent
out by Kew Gardens, which they had germinated from seed
brought by W. H. Wickham from Brazil. It flowered in
1881, and was made available to planters c. 1890: in 1897-99
the nature of the wound response from the tapping of the
tree was learnt: by 1900 the suitability of the Malayan main-
land for rubber growing was established, and plantation
rubber was launched on its sovereign career. Between
1850 and 1870 the imports of rubber into the United
Kingdom rose from the tiny figure of 381 tons to the still
tiny figure of 7,606. In 1900 world production was about
55,000 tons, practically all wild rubber. In 1913 it was over
100,000 tons, nearly half plantation rubber: in 1934 over one
million tons, 600,000 being produced in the Empire and
wild rubber accounting for no more than 14,000. The new
importance of empire products (rubber, tea, tobacco, vege-
table oils) is the substance underlying the transition in fiscal
polcy from free trade to imperial preference, and in this
respect the twentieth century is closer to the eighteenth
century with its emphasis on the East and West Indian
trades than to the nineteenth century with its emphasis on
iron and coal and their export to the world at large.